
Week beginning: 6th April 
Dear	parents,	please	find	here	the	next	week’s	lessons.	Starting	on	page	121	of	the	Learners’	textbook.	

Lesson 1: p.121-124 (A multimedia novel). 
You	may	find	this	lesson	a	bit	long	so	I	will	suggest	splitting	it	into	2	slightly	shorter	sessions.	

WALT: use evidence from the text. 

Teaching:  

AQ1: help them understand what it is asking them to do. ‘…interspersed with comic-style graphic sequences and full-page 
illustrations’ means that the author uses a mixture of pictures like comic-strip pictures and pictures that take up a full 
page. 

Q2/3: simply look through and read the comic-strip out loud. Try to have different people being the different characters – 
take turns being the different characters. 

Q4: write a brief summary. 

Q5: look at page 176 of Learners’ book to remind about prefaces and prologues. It is not a preface – think carefully about 
what a preface does – page 122 is definitely a prologue. 

Q6: this is quite a difficult question. The question is asking about the bottom left-hand corner of page 122 where it says 
“AND THAT’S HOW IT ALL BEGAN. WITH A VACUUM CLEANER. REALLY.”  See what your child thinks it means – but I 
would say that this is where the problems began – with the introduction of this new vacuum cleaner. Or at the least, that 
whatever happens in this story – it all came about because of the vacuum cleaner. 

Ind. work: 

B follow the instructions to write out the cartoon on page 122 in narrative form – how it would appear in a written story for 
example. It must be in the third person (he, she, hers, his, people’s names etc) and in the past tense. Your child also needs 
to choose different words for ‘said’ from the box at the bottom of the page. 

I will put the following but please do not let your child copy it! They may see it as a reminder of what to do. 

“Happy	Birthday	to	youuuuuuu!”	shouted	Mr	Tickham.	
	

“What’s	this	Donald?”	replied	Mrs	Tickham,	his	wife,	rather	suspiciously.	
	

“This	is	your	Birthday	present.	It	is	a	Ulysses	Super-Suction	multi-terrain	2000X!	happy	Birthday!”	
laughed	Mr	Tickham.	

Etc. 

Please remind your child to include speech marks as I have above, to put each different speaker on a new line and to use 
different words for said. 

 

I WILL SUGGEST STOPPING HERE FOR TODAY AND MOVING ON TO THE REST OF THE LESSON NEXT TIME. 

 

C Please take time to talk through the questions with your child. I would suggest discussing each question one-by-one. But 
if you do not have the time, maybe make sure your child understands the questions and leave them to write their answers in 
their exercise book. Please then do take the time to ask them why they have put the answers they have. Look for them to 
justify (argue) their answers with evidence and ideas from the text on page 122. This is the main part (or test) of the 
WALT. Using a text to give evidence for answers. 

Q1: they take place before chapter 1 – they are a prologue. 

Q2a and b: see what child says – point out the “Did you know” box. 

Q3a: she is a main character because chapter 1 starts with her and focusses on her. A story would only do this with a main 
character. 



Q3b: she is reading a comic book (and ignoring her mother.) 

Q4: the title “A Natural-Born Cynic” is by the blue 4 on page 122. It is the title of chapter 1. Direct them to look at the 
definition of cynic in the blue box below. “Natural-born” means that she was born that way. 

Q5a: the words from the contract are quoted in the text, starting “… work to turn her face away..” etc. Remind your child 
that speech marks can also quote something written (we have looked at this in class.) So you can tell these are the actual 
words from the contract because of the speech marks. 

Q5b: her mother does not want her to read things like comic books but “true literature” (whatever that is.) Her mother 
probably wants this because she was a writer and possibly thought that comic books are not proper books. (this is a very 
good example of the WALT and finding evidence in the text. These things are not all in the same place of the text so your 
child will need to have read the WHOLE story and look through it all now to find these difference pieces and add them 
together to get a complete picture – like a jigsaw,) 

Q5c: it does not seem that Flora is following the contract at all because when we meet her she is reading a comic book!! 

Q6: simply see what your child thinks the title is about. “incandescent” means ‘shining brightly’ or ‘very bright’. See if they 
can give you a reason. 

Q7: any of the three meanings could be used but the reason your child gives is very important – can they convince you that 
their choice is correct? 

Q8a: because the name has capital letters it must be either someone’s name or at least a title. 

Q8b: this is a good chance for your child to practise using a dictionary. Have them find the meanings of incandescent and 
see what they think a superhero described like this would be like. If you do not have a dictionary then use these following 
definitions: 

INCANDESCENT: 1. Producing a bright light from a heated filament or other part. 2. Extremely bright. 

The meaning suggests he is probably a superhero who glows brightly in some way. 

Q9: this is a tricky question so do not worry is students do not make this link; but the word illuminated appears in both the 
title of Flora’s comic book and also the title of the whole story: maybe there is a link there?!! 

D  

Q1: technically there is not an incorrect answer here, but it would make more sense for Flora to see the vacuum cleaner dragging Mrs 
Tickham around the garden as this appears to be the case in the last picture on page 122. 

Q2and3: see what your child puts. There is again not really a wrong answer, but please have your child argue and justify their answer by 
showing you parts of the story that make them think they are correct. 

  



Lesson 3: p.124-126 (Language matters). 
WALT: identify narrative style and say the purpose of connectives. 

Now	that	the	students	have	explored	the	story	a	little	bit	I	thought	it	could	be	nice	to	listen	to	the	entire	story.	Often	
in	school	we	look	at	parts	of	a	story	and	then	move	on	to	something	new.	Here	though	is	a	chance	for	your	child	to	
see	(or	hear)	the	whole	story.	If	you	are	able	to,	please	click	or	go	to	this	Youtube	video	and	have	your	child	listen	to	
the	whole	story.	There	may	be	adverts	during	this	video	–	these	are	nothing	to	do	with	me!!	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y9dPUAxZTY0.	

If	you	are	struggling	then	simply	try	searching	on	Youtube	for	“Flora	&	Ulysses	by	Kate	DiCamillo	-	Read	Aloud	by	
krowe4kids.”	

Teaching: have your child work through the questions. This first part is testing understanding of narrative style – how has 
the story been written – is it serious, light-hearted, funny, formal or informal, etc. 

A Q1: have students choose which words best describe the narrative style – how does the story sound? 

If struggling, you could have them think about which words do not fit with the style of the story – and see what words they 
are left with. 

Q2: the two parts do match each other in their narrative style – they are both quirky and a bit silly. They are certainly both 
light-hearted and funny. 

Q3: it is the third person – we know this because there is no “I/we/us” etc. 

Q4a: see what your child thinks – ask them to argue and justify their answer by showing you evidence in the text. The 
narrator definitely sympathises with Flora – you can tell this over how she portrays the contract as being a bit silly and 
over-the-top. 

Q4b: Flora is in the title so she is going to be the main character – meaning the author is more likely to side and be 
sympathetic towards her. This is the case here but there could be other books where the author does not side with the 
main character. 

Q4c: students should give their own answers here – but please ask them to argue and justify their choice by using evidence 
from the story. 

Ind. work: read the LANGUAGE FOCUS first about paragraphs. Remind your child about the work we have done on 
paragraphs – we used the term TIPTOP to remind us that we use a new paragraph when we talk about a new: Time, Place, 
Topic or Person. 

B  

Q1a: have your child record what they believe to be the reasons a new paragraph has been used – one reason would be to 
show a different speaker. Do not just answer ‘a new topic’ but put what the new topic is – e.g. ‘explaining the contract.’ 

Q1b: I cannot think of an answer to this question – it is perhaps a mistake in the Learners’ book. Do not worry about 
answering it. The only reason I can think of would be introducing a new character as you do not have characters in non-
fiction writing you have real people. 

Q2: it is a compound sentence because the connective and has been used to stick 2 different sentences together. A 
complex sentence would have a different connective like because or therefore. A complex sentence would be linked – e.g. I 
wore a coat because it was raining. You cannot have one half – because it was raining without the other half. In a compound 
sentence you can have one half without the other – “She was ignoring her mother. She was also reading….” 

Q3: see what your child says but it is simply really to add variety to the previously long sentences. It can also serve to focus 
the readers’ attention on what is being said. 

Q4a: his second sentence is ‘it features an extra-long chord so that absolutely no mess……’ 

It is a complex sentence and there are 2 reasons why we know this: the connective so that shows cause and effect. Similar 
to question 2 above, one half of the sentence does not make sense on its own so it cannot be a compound sentence – it must 
be a complex sentence. 



Q4b: it has a similar effect to the one discussed in question 3 above. It also becomes a kind of list of the vacuum’s 
features. 

C 

Q1a-e: students read each sentence – a to e – and then say the purpose of each connective – their answers come from the 
green box above. 

a = to contrast. b = to add information. c = cause and effect. d = to show purpose/give a reason. e = to provide an example. 

Q2: students make up their own sentences using the connectives in the peach coloured box. If you are able to, please make 
sure that they have used the connectives in the correct way. Refer back to the green box on page 125 to help them check 
they have done this correctly. 

D this will be done slightly differently to how the Learners’ boob sets it out as of course your child cannot discuss things 
with other students or groups. Please allow them chance to talk to you about their opinions and thoughts here. 

Simply ask your child what they think about the story and about the mixed-format: having a mixture between a comic book 
style and then full pages of writing. As in page 122. They could come up with a list of ‘pros and cons’ – good things and bad 
things. They should also use quotes and examples from the text on page 122. 

After this please have them write a short paragraph to explain whether they prefer this format of story writing or if they 
prefer a more ‘normal’ format of a written story or a comic book – and not have them mixed together. They should also use 
quotes and examples from the text here. 

	 	



Lesson 4: ACTIVITY BOOK page 114 to 117 
A	slightly	shorter	activity	today.	If	you	did	split	lesson	1	into	2	lessons	you	will	now	be	on	lesson	4.	Also,	listening	to	
the	Youtube	video	of	“Flora	&	Ulysses”	by	Kate	DiCamillo	in	the	previous	lesson	will	have	taken	15	minutes.	Please	
feel	free	to	have	your	child	work	through	at	the	pace	you	they	feel	most	comfortable	with.	

ACTIVITY	BOOK:	I	would	please	like	your	child	to	complete	page	114	–	117	of	the	Activity	Book.	“A	multimedia	novel”	
and	“Language	matters.”	

Page	114/5:	they	must	change	verbs	and	adverbs	into	a	more	precise	verb.	

Look	at	the	LANGUAGE	FOCUS.	Notice	that	two	words	are	replaced	by	one	word.	A	verb	and	an	adverb	are	replaced	
by	one,	precise,	verb.	

Q1:	the	students’	answers	should	be	one	words	replacing	the	2	underlined	words	–	as	in	the	example.	

Q2:	the	same	idea	–	the	student	must	choose	10	‘better’	ways	of	saying	“went”.	

Please	then	also	have	them	record	a	sentence	using	each	word.	

Page	116/7:	they	must	change	writing	from	an	informal	to	a	formal	style.	

Look	at	the	LANGAUGE	FOCUS.	Notice	that	narrative	(story	writing)	is	usually	written	in	a	formal	style,	whereas	
dialogue	(or	spoken	word)	can	often	be	more	informal	as	this	is	what	people	actually	say.	How	people	speak	out	loud	
is	usually	more	informal	than	how	they	write.	

Q1:	students	must	say	whether	the	sentence	is	formal	or	informal.	As	per	the	instructions.	

Q2:	they	must	rewrite	the	passage.	Some	parts	might	seem	very	strange	–	they	must	simply	make	sure	that	what	
they	write	both	makes	sense	and	still	says	the	same	overall	message	as	the	original	passage.	E.g.	the	characters	say	
things	–	the	student’s	finished	must	still	say	these	things,	but	in	a	formal	way.	They	must	also	make	sure	they	use	
new	paragraphs	whenever	a	different	character	speaks	and	for	any	other	reason	too.	Looking	back	at	the	previous	
lesson	could	help	remind	them	when	to	start	new	paragraphs.	

	  



Lesson 5: page 126/7 (Plan an episode.) 
WALT: plan our own story	

Teaching: 

Look back briefly at page 122 and the start of the story. Do not play the audio version again of the whole story! 

Start by asking your child what they would have done if they were the writer (author) of this story. The vacuum cleaner has 
dragged Mrs Tickham out of the house and Flora is sitting upstairs in her bedroom reading a comic… what happens next?!? 

The students now get to write their own version of the rest of the story. 

They can look through the yellow boxes on page 126 for some ideas but they are totally in control. They can have 
ANYTHING happen – but it would be good if it followed loosely with the original idea – that the squirrel gets sucked up by 
the vacuum cleaner and then becomes somehow better – super powers etc. 

Q1: Use the table on page 127 to help your child to plan out each paragraph. 

They need to put down their ideas of what will happen in each paragraph. 

I suggest doing it like this (instead of like the table on page 127: 

Paragraph 1: 

Use the prompt “Flora finds something unusual” to help your child to write their own story. 

Once you have mostly finished planning paragraph 1, move on to start paragraph 2 and so…. 

Paragraph 2: 

Paragraph 3: 

…………………… and so on ……………………… 

Q2: now they must decide which paragraphs they want to turn into comic strip style. So their finished work will end up 
looking something like the version on page 122 – a mixture of ‘normal’ written out story and a comic book style. 

They could choose the paragraphs they think would be easier to draw pictures of or they might choose those which would be 
more fun to draw! In these sections they must think about using captions to show narrative (story telling) and speech 
bubbles to show dialogue (what characters are saying). 

This lesson is all about the planning. They do not do any actual ‘proper’ writing here, they are simply planning. They can spend 
as long as they want on this part. Please, as you are able to, look through their plans and ask them about it. Please try to 
check yourself whether you think it is a suitable plan – does it follow on from the starting idea? A squirrel being sucked up 
into a vacuum cleaner and then getting super powers. 

Please also have them revise over the previous few lessons. We have looked at a few things which they will need to include in 
their final version next lesson: 

• it will need to be written in a formal voice for the written parts 
• the comic books paragraphs can be more informal as they are what characters are saying – with speech bubbles and 

captions 
• paragraphs must start for the correct reason – TIPTOP – Time – Place – Topic – Person. 
• connectives used correctly 
• different words for said 
• what style will it be in? Light-hearted and funny? Serious and almost scary? 

The students may think about these things now as they plan – this will also become part of our WILF for the next 
lesson. 


